Wahiawa Kendo Club Bulletin - January 2026
Happy New Year! Hope this year is prosperous for you and your kendo improvement.

Effective January 1 this year, Tusha Buntin, Kendo Kyoshi 7 Dan, becomes the chief instructor
of our club, Wahiawa Kendo Club. Iwao Sato will assume long vacated position of President
of the club.

Kamiya Akihiro Sensei from Tokyo came to Hawaii with his family on December 20 and left on
27. He sacrificed his vacation with his family and practiced at 3 different dojos including ours
on December 22. Thank you, Kamiya Sensei, for your teaching.

George Ogawa Sensei of Stanford University Kendo Club came on December 9 and visiting
various dojos for a while including our dojo. He made 7 Dan last year and he is older than me.
He is inspiration for older generation kendo persons like me.

American Zone Referee Seminar will be held in Steveston Canada for 2 days on January 31
and February 1. Let President Fukutomi know quickly if you want to go and learn. We want
to have some Hawaii persons’ representation there.

Hawaii lai-do people are happy to receive the delegation of lai-do sensei’s from Okayama
Japan visiting Hawaii in February. They are going to have a seminar on Monday evening,
February 9 at our Dojo. Please come and observe their seminar.

Martial Arts group of Nihon Taiiku Daigaku (Nittai-Dai, Nippon Sport Science University) will
come to Hawaii. Kendo group of 32 people will visit Kenshikan Dojo on Saturday, February 21
to practice with us and the entire group will have various Martial Arts demonstrations at
Waipahu High School on Sunday, February 22. Please go and watch them.

It looks like a big delegation of Hawaii people this Year again going to participate in or observe
Steveston Tournament on Saturday, February 21 in the suburb of Vancouver Canada. Those
children going are practicing very hard. Good luck to them in Tournament and enjoy the trip.

We will be collecting Hawaii Kendo Federation and our Club dues soon. | am verifying this
years’ HKF dues. | will let our club members know how much as soon as it is verified. Paying
dues and attending club activities are good support you can give to organizations you belong.

| was happy and honored to attend Muto Shizuo Sensei’s celebration party held on November
23 in Fukushima for his passing Kendo 8 Dan examination. He received 8 Dan in Kyoto on
May 1. He took 1st place in individual tournaments at 8th World Kendo Championships held
in Toronto, Canada in 1991. Being a World Champion, everyone expected that he would pass
8 Dan quickly. It took him 21 years before passing 8 Dan examination. According to kendo
magazine “Kendo Jidai” 2025 September issue article, he wrote that without giving up, he
continued by remembering “##5E (£ 7172 D , Keizoku Wa Chikara Nari” continuing efforts will

give you power. It is very important to continue your struggle to achieve your goals. In Hawaii
with kendo you cannot make living but will give you good health both mentally and physically
and precious friendships to fulfill your happy life.
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